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By JACK. RITCHIE ; 
(@ 1957 by News Syndicate Co. Inc.) 
[™ DEPENDING on you to help me,” Jim Webster 
said, his eyes wandering to the other end of office 
| where Flora. Wells was typing.. “I feel I’m wealtining.” 
- L sighed. “i.don’t know why you v 
pick on me to bolster you. If youl, dastardly . thing you’ re doing.” 
feel ‘like getting married, go! | bit-hard on my pipe. “I hever 
right ahead “You have my bless- voluntéer, but I always seem to 
ing.” get P deetted Ne 
* He shook his head = sadly. the evening Jim picked me 
Those are the wrong wovds, - with his,car and we drove to 


George. We freedom-loving bache- 


lors -‘must support each other or 
we're lost.” 
his 


Maude Webster, 
game to thy desk with 


Flora’s apartment. 
She answered the buzzer. “How 
nice you could- make it,: George.” 
I studied. her suspiciously, but 
I a no resentment. — 

. “T adore the idea of chaperones,” 
Flora said ecstatically. “And so J 
decided to bring one along to rep- 
resent me.” 

Maude camie out of the bed- 
froom straightening her coat col- 
lar, “I’m wild about this picture. 

I wouldn’t miss it for the world.” 

Maude and I sat in the back of 
the car, and Jim and Flora in the 
front. I brooded for a while and 


sister, 
some in- 


her. light gray: eyes. “Are you 
trying to ruin something, George? 


WITH A CERTAIN 
REVERENCE 


My voice rose slightly. ym 


Jim regarded me with @ certain 
reverence. “You strike me as a 
calm contented single’ man, 
George. You're my Ideal. I can 
just see you every evening taking 


der. “You're sitting too close to 
Jim. Let’s keep the distance at 
least twelve inches, please. And 
also stop half-lidding your eyes 
when you look at him.” —- 
" 1 turned to Maudé and smiled. 
tl“We've got to make good tonight. 
We may get our contracts re- 
newed.” 

Maude ‘tilted her head slightly 
and oes ne ‘ ‘ 
. In the theater, she o 
halfway: down the aisteP oT 
are two good -seats,” 

I shook my head and took her 


must be a full life.” 

“Not exactly,” I said. ay don’t 
have a dog.” 

“You'ye got to ‘take me by the 
hand, George,” he said. “I need 
tima to think about this marriage 
thing. I'm young yet and defénse- 
leas. I need the, guiding hand of 


th doubt jt Tm a year older 
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my voice’ wit 


then tapped. Flora on the shoul-. 


reasm. Do your Ww, int é 
see thé movie or woul you 
rather just talk?” 


J "el thought that over Ha turned. 


ell, no, I’ve! got a job to do 
lee and conversation might dis- 


pitract me. But thanks just. the 


same,’ 


thin} we'd better go.” 


1 right,” I-said. I got my 


head between . Jim’ and Flora.|. + 


“Tm putting you' two on your 
honor,” Ken 


ae sighed. and “rose. | al 


It was a-warm evening fout- only’ thro 
side and Maude. walked slowly, sneezed. 


her mood pans ive. 

“T know ‘you were just dying. to]. 
see that picture,” I said, shadiz 
regret. “But 
ivl help, I’can tell - ‘you how it 
turned out.” | 

She glanced at me and’ shook 
her head sadly. 
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“At the end ot the picture, the 
hero gets.on his horse and rides 


ways hankering: to see what's 
‘over the next purels hill and this 
makes him reluctant to get tied |‘t 
down by matrimony. it's: also a 
good excuse.” 

-Maude relaxed vand grinned 
faintly. “I give up.’ 

I raised an eyebrow. “So soon? 
You've barely ‘started.” 

She blushed and regarded me 
cautiously, “I haven't the faintest 
idea what you're talking about.” 

We came sa park bench and 
sat down, 

“George,” Maude said. “I really 
don’t know ‘what to make of you. 
1 think you like me, but when I 
was transferrdd to your depart- 
ment, it was three weeks before 


van avon tellearl ta enn 


into the sunset,’’ I said. “He’s al- 


| you maid 
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there ‘are’ -more | important] ““gomebod: belind -me hissed. 
things in life ‘than golf,” Maude resented ind 
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Jim grinned and I had the feel- 
ing that I’d walked ‘into a trap. Jously. Un. 5 


vA beautiful idea, George,” he peared on ithe screen.’ He went] 

_ said. “Pil pick you up. at seven-|into a conference with two of his}... 
thirty. - unshaven cronfts. 
i “Now wait e minute, I said} “They've sure’ got their heads|- 
| _ rising. ee together | now, "J said. - 
: He waved-a hand and moved Flora turned indignantly. “Wet 
away before J-tould Buy: another have not.”: | 

i word, oe lL laughed apologetically. “yj 
i Maude Was. still at my elbow.) meant the hombres on the screen, 
She shook her hdail, but the Ma’am.” : 
my 0. gleam was -stell in her eye, “Whatl’ A voice (behind me. was edged’ a 
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